As the calendar once again roles over to April 1%, it& tempting to pull out
the old fApril Fool&oshtick and try out a few old gags. Then the realization
sets in that there® no way | can compete with some of the routines of the past
that have gained legendary status. My favorites are the left handed Whopper
form Burger King (designed to drip from the right side) and the spaghetti tree

e Of BBC fame.  In the later
case, the BBC in 1957 ran
with a story that the fspaghetti
weevilohad been eradicated
by the Swiss, allowing for a
bumper crop from spaghetti
trees. The story generated
such interest that the station
(in Great Britain) was flooded
with requests for a source for
the weevil resistant treesé 1§
fairness to the seemingly
dimwitted Brits, spaghetti was
a relatively new phenomenon
and many folks werend aware of the true nature of pasta.) At any rate, such
feats of trickery are pretty hard to match.

| think I@ rather stick with some true facts this year. For instance, it was 30
years ago today, April 1, 1976, that Apple Computer was founded! Now that&
quite an accomplishment. And this April 1% we have another accomplishment
of no small consequence, if not equally momentous, in the retirement of Tom
Buttner as Deputy Director of Marathon County DSSé not an April F 0 o jok& s
either! After hinting at it for the past couple of years, Tom has decided to join
the ranks of the formerly employed and enjoy some of the well earned fruits of
his dedicated service to the citizens of Marathon County. A well attended
soiree was held in Tom& honor last week that brought out not only current
DSS employees, friends and family, but also such luminaries from the past as
Dick Delap and Larry Hagar. Tom has been a friend and supporter of MYS
over the years and will be missed! Thanks Tomé Enjoy your new pursuits,
whatever they turn out to be.

Along with the arrival of April each year comes the annual Sandhill Crane
Count, conducted by the International Crane Foundation of Baraboo, WI. I&¥e
been involved in this endeavor now for almost 20 years, coordinating the
count for Marathon County. This is the time that diehards like me get out one
morning each spring at daybreak to survey the census of cranes. 1dn joined
by 501 75 volunteers each year, and would love to have you join us. If youde
interested, send me an email. (jimpro@charter.net)
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Mi ke 6s Gppae t s

As Mike Smith participates in, observes and cheers for his favorite sports,
heodol | be sharing his enthusiasm wit/|
reporting on the exploits of his fellow residents. Here is Mi k en6ssrecent
installment.

Wrestling

In the sport of wrestling, the Battle of the Billionaires is heating up on
wrestle mania. Everyone is wondering if Donald Trump will shave Vince
McMann& hair off his head. This has been a heated rivalry ever since Vince
did a skit of Donald Trump vs. Rosie O®onnell. Now it is going to end at
wrestle mania. Which billionaire will get his head shaved?

NASCAR
In the sport of NASCAR, the leader in the points for the Nextel Cup Series is Mark Martin. My driver, Tony
Stewart is 122 behind. He needs to catch up and start smoking those other drivers!

Fishing

The 2007 fishing season has yet to open. We are hoping our
fisherman of the house will get out there and fish this year and send
us some pictures.

Basketball
Well, the countdown is on for the final 16 NCAA teams to duke it
out. Who will win the championship? We will have to wait to find out!

Mike& Experiment

Now I@n going to tell you about an experiment | did at Grand
Place. The experiment was putting a Mentos in a Diet Coke. |
watched Myth Busters and wanted to try it out. The myth was if you
put a Mentos in Diet Coke, the Diet Coke would shoot up out of the
bottle. We have some pictures for you to check out. This is my
experiment. If you are bored during the summer, you should try this!

Director Sue Midlikowski
also had some sporting news
to report this month as well.
In need of a well deserved
vacation, Sue and her
husband, along with her
sisters and their husbands
took a trip to Las Vegas for
the NASCAR races. In three
days of racing they enjoyed
Bush Series and NASCAR
races. Sue also reports that
they had plenty of time to
enjoy a trip to the desert and
temperatures in the 80& (with
sun!) for their entire stay.




Just two months ago we reported that three recent graduates of UW Stevens Point
had joined our staff. One of those staff members was Kate Kennedy. Kate was
recently offered a social work position with Oneida County, something that was her
eventual goal. While wede sad to loss her already, we want to wish her good luck in
her new pursuit. In her short stay with us we found her to be a great addition.
There little doubt our loss is definitely Oneida County®& gain! Good Luck Kateé

Another of those recent UWSP grads was Yee Thao. In her brief tenure with us Yee
has distinguished herself as a great asset also. Therefore, when an opening
occurred for manager at Hamilton House, Yee was a logical choice. Sue and Caryn
have great confidence in her abilities and look forward to her bringing leadership to
that program. Congratulations Yee!

Also this past month, Sue and Ethel Q., a staff
member at 7" Street Suites, journeyed to Madison to
take in the concert of Sugarland at the Alliant Energy
Center. Here Ethel poses with Kristian Bush and
childhood friend Jennifer Nettles after the concert.
Ethel was also able to get autographed pictures of the
two country music stars, as well as Rodney Atkins, for
use at a possible future fund raiser.

For those of us who might not be in the know on
matters on the country music scene, Sugarland and
Jennifer Nettles won Favorite New Artist at the 2005
American Music Awards show.
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Hamilton House submitted the following report:

March has been a great month for Hamilton House! All of the guys are doing well and looking forward to beautiful
spring weather.

Shawn has been enjoying outings to local car dealerships. He got a chance to sit in a Chrysler 300 SRTA which is his
dream car. He was very excited! Shawn has also attended outings at the YMCA and spends some of his free time
watching movies.

Kyle has joined the Special Olympics track and field team. He enjoys practice and is looking forward to the meets.
Kyle has spent some time this month playing his video games and challenging staff in Monopoly.

Tong has spent a lot of his time socializing with peers, watching movies and playing video games. He is still enjoying
his employment through Northern Valley and states that he is a hard worker.

SAM is also participating in Special Olympics track and field. Sam has taken interest in Hmong foods. He has
assisted in making Qho Pia, a Hmong soup. It was very good. Sam and the other residents enjoyed trying food from
another culture!




As we begin April, Reynolds Group Home has one vacancy. It& not likely to last long as there are a couple of
referrals in the works already. Wede had two more new placements this past month; it& been a really busy place
lately! And, the level of activity is also reflected in the b o ydaiy schedules as well. The YMCA and Boys and Girls
Club have been favorites, and with the nicer weather we managed to get in some hiking during spring break last
week. The declining snow has the guys excited about getting outdoors. They&e already been trying a few outdoor
activities such as softball. One of the boys got a new bike and is glad to be able to ride it around town.

Spring Break allowed for the opportunity to enjoy some hiking on Rib Mountain.

Here are a few more highlights of the past monthé

Steve headed down to Madison to watch Wausau East Boy& Basketball team compete at the Wisconsin State High
School Basketball Tournament. He had a great time.

Keith has joined the D.C.Everest Junior High School Track Team. He just started practices. He will be attending
D.C.Everest part time starting after spring break.

Matt was a star on Newline 9 this last month about a story for shoveling snow for elderly and disabled folks. He did a
great job; so great in fact that we ended up with 8 calls for walks to shovel as a result.

The residents of Grand Place participated in many events in the month of March. Here are some of the highlights:

Mike S. and John F. are both members of Special Olympics basketball teams. This month they traveled to
Menominee for their basketball tournament. Staff member Stacey accompanied them to make their trip successful
and fun. They enjoyed the overnight stay in a hotel and of course the water activities there. They place third overall
in the tournament!! Way to go guys!! They celebrated the end of basketball season with a pizza party.




