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Here we are in the heart of summer; August.  I guess we should all be a little 
thankful that the Emperor Augustus had the ego he apparently had to name the 
month after himself in 8 BC.  Until then it was the month of Sextilis!  Can you 
imagine, άǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ {ŜȄǘƛƭƛǎέΚ  Our European ancestors also had the good 
sense to make August the month of vacations; what a stroke of genius that was!  
This is a tradition we can roundly embǊŀŎŜΧ  As our summer comes to a close 
many of us will be getting in some well deserved vacation.  There are also plans to 
pack as many activities as possible in the remaining time before school and other 
fall responsibilities.  A few more camping, fishing, picnicking, swimming excursions; 
and of course there is the Wisconsin Valley Fair this week.  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
be an attempt at another water park trip and of course some Brewers games. 
 
{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜǿŜǊǎΧ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ this will be another 
ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ άŦŀƭǎŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜǿŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
very comfortable lead in the National League Central Division.  As of today the 
Cubs have come within ½ game of first place!  But us true fans have not lost hope 
ȅŜǘΧ Hopefully this will be the year the Brewers make the play-offs again. 
 
Our remodeling project at RGH continues unabated.  Before winter we hope to 
become a whole lot more energy efficient with a new electrical service and 
furnace, along with many other enhancements; all courtesy of a very generous 
community.  ItΩs kind of overwhelming to consider the level of support the 
community has shown us this past year. 
 
ThereΩs another change going on this next month also.  We have rented the duplex 
next to the office on 7

th
 Street and will be moving the apartments program across 

the driveway.  ItΩs not only a convenient move, but a wise one for our clients.  They 
will have more space and greater personal privacy.   Our current residents are 
quite excited about the move and will be settled in there within the next couple of 
weeks. Hopefully weΩll have some photos to share next month of our newest living 
arrangement.  Our plan right now is to rent out the apartments the residents 
currently occupy in the office building.  As usual, change is in the air, which brings 
to mind a favorite quote of mine: 
 
It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the 
one most responsive to change.  Charles Darwin. 
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Grand Place hosted the Equipped 4 Life Lunch Brunch 
held in the last part of June.  The topic was respect and 
manners.  There was good discussion and everyone seems 
to be enjoying the new group led by our therapist, Gretchen 
Hintz. 
As part of the brunch, Mike and Mark made ókitty litter cakeô, 
served with a popper scooper in a litter box.  (both were new 
of course).  The cake even came complete with tootsie roll 
ñdroppingsò.  Yum Yum! 

 
       
 

 

Mike continues to be the events coordinator at Grand Place by finding all kinds of fairs and carnivals to attend.  
Some highlights from July re the Wausau Jayceeôs 4

th
 of July Celebration at Marathon Park and the Merrill 4-H Fair.  

Mike and Mark got their moneyôs worth of rides on wristband day at both events.  Andy enjoyed listening to the local 
bands and John, our cheese curd connoisseur, sampled his favorite treat at both places. 

 
John attended the Bocce Ball Area District Meet in Stevens Point for Special Olympics and brought home a blue 
ribbon!  We are so proud of him and wish John the best of luck when he attends the State Tournament next month 
in Eau Claire.  He continues to be an avid Brewers fan and regularly teases a certain staff about the Packers and 
Bears football games to come. 

 
All of the adult family homes got together 
for a fun 4

th
 of July picnic at Sunnyvale 

Park.  We dined on a smorgasbord of 
grilled burgers and brats along with plenty 
of other summertime favorites.  We also 
played croquet, tossed the Frisbee 
around and some even cooled off a little 
in the water. 
 
 
The highly anticipated trip to Noahôs Ark 
in Wisconsin Dells also took place.  To 
read more about that, please be sure to 
read Mikeôs article in this newsletter 
about his experience that day and the fun 
he had at the fair! 
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Mike had a really busy and entertaining month as you 
will see from his report below.  Heôs also been watching 
some caterpillars turn into Monarch butterflies the past 
several weeks.  Here he shows off his first hatch, which 
he named Nemo.  Mike also filed the following report of 
Julyôs activities: 
 
Merrill Fair  
 
Well, we went to the Merrill Fair and h ad an excellent 
time.  We went on about 18 rides.  On one of the rides, a 
girl behind us went on the ride for the first time.  She 
was screaming and crying and could not wait to get off 
the ride.  I asked her if she would ever do it again and 
she said ñno!ò. After that ride got done, Mark and I   
headed for the Freak Out.  It was Markôs first time on that ride and I guess he liked it a lot.  We also did a new ride 
called Zero Gravity and that ride was pretty fun too.  As for me, I did the Zipper about 4 times and that makes my 
total number 20 times so far!  I plan on doing the Zipper at the Pacelli High School Panacea to make 25 my total 
number of times on that ride.  After the Zipper, we went on the Tilt-A-Whirl.  That was a pretty bumpy ride, but spun 
kind of slow compared to Tilt-A-Whirls owned by other ride compani9es.  After the Tilt-A-Whirl we went on the 
Sizzler.  The Sizzler was pretty fun but I got squashed by Mark.  I did not mind getting squashed, but I do intend to 
get revenge for it!  We also went on a ride called the Skydiver.  On that ride you get to lie on your stomach and 
pretend you are flying like superman.   
 
Noahôs Ark  
 
Well, we survived Noahôs Ark Water Park in Wisconsin Dells!  The first water ride we did was the Black Anaconda.  
Last year I did about twelve times on that slide compared to once this year.  I am not happy because I only did the 
Black Anaconda once instead of trying for 15 times this year.  I still have some admission tickets left from my contest 
winnings.  Hopefully I will still have another chance to reach that Black Anaconda goal later this summer.  Next wew 
went on the Cowabunga; that was pretty fun.  After that we went on The Plunge.  We also went on Zero Gravity.  
That ride was pretty awesome.  After the Zero Gravity, we went on Dark Voyage and that ride was fun and very 
dark.  We then went to eat some lunch as you can probably imagine, we were pretty hungry.  After we go don 
eating, we went on some more water rides.  One of these water rides was the Time Warp in which I chickened out 
last year; but I did not chicken out this year!  That ride was pretty fun except Stacey and Corissa screamed the 
whole way down the ride!  I was so scared too that I grabbed Corissaôs hand and held it until we were all the way 
down.  Boy did they make us deaf!!  After the Time Warp we went into the Lazy River in which we went around 
twice.  Mark and I were switching tubes the whole way around.  After the Lazy River, we went in the wave pool.  
Guess what we found in the wave pool?  We found six green tokens for Noahôs Ark tube rentals for the wave pools.  
Guess what we did?  We kept them.  That was our fun day at Noahôs Ark Water Park in Wisconsin Dells. 
 

 

  
The heavy sod which once occupied the center of the 
back yard at Prospect Place has now found new life in 
the form of several vegetable plants.  Although the 
harvest has not started quite yet, it looks as if we will 
have a good crop of tomatoes and peppers for making 
salsa.  We also have green beans, onions, eggplants, 
cucumbers and swiss chard planted. 
 
Sean has had a very busy and exciting month at 
Prospect Place.  He attended Boy Scout Camp at Camp 
Tesomas.  While there, Sean completed his Order Of 
The Arrow and will soon be receiving the rank of Star at 
the next Court of Honor.  The campout was a full week 
event and included Sean sleeping out under the stars on 
one of the nights.  It rained!  Although a little wet his 
spirits were not dampened as he had a very good outing. 
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The summer hit a fever pitch at 7

th
 Street Suites.  It seems 

like every day offered some new activity.  The month started 
off of course with the Wausau Jayceeôs 4

th
 of July 

Celebration at Marathon Park.  Terra and Crystal enjoyed 
the fireworks at Mosinee and wrist band day at Marathon 
Park.  On July 6 the ladies got to go to Blue Gill Bay Park 
and watch the Hot Air Balloon Rally across the water; 
Winnie the Pooh and Penguins too!  The next day they went 
back to Blue Gill with Shane and staff to play a game of 
catch and go for a walk. 
 
Another big event this month was a trip to Noahôs Ark in 
Wisconsin Dells, courtesy of tickets won by Grand Place 
resident Mike S. in a radio contest.  Mike was joined by 
Shane, Terra and Crystal as well as staff members Corrisa 
and Stacey, all of 7

th
 Street.  Also on the trip were Kyle of 

Hamilton House, Sean of Prospect Place and Mark S of 
Grand Place.  Everyone had a great time and want to thank 
Mike for winning, and sharing, the tickets.  And another 
thing; Corrisa and Stacey want everyone to know that Mike, 
the ñIôll ride anythingò guy wouldnôt go on The Point Of No 
Return.   
 
As can be seen from the pictures to the right, Crystal and 
Terra attended a ñbeach partyò dance and had a great time. 
 
There were many other fun times this month at 7

th
 Street as 

well.  Crystal went to Stevens Point to compete in Bocce 
Ball, Crystal, Terra and Shane went to Dairy Queen and 
Memorial Park, attended a polka festival and went to a 
Woodchucks game.  It was a great month! 

 

 
 
John P. continues to stay busy with his work at 
Wal-Mart.  He has also gone on numerous fishing 
outings and has caught some nice trout and 
catfish.  Perhaps next month heôll have some 
pictures of his catch to show us.  John also took 
in the Balloon Rally at the Wausau Municipal 
Airport. 
 
Adam has started volunteering with the youth 
basketball games at the YMCA again this 
summer.  He has also stayed busy with work at 
Northern Valley Workshop and continues to be 
very mobile within the community.  Adam went to 
watch the Woodchucks on one nice summer 
evening this month and went to Chalk Fest on the 
Square. 
 
Mike traveled to Milwaukee to visit family with his Dad a couple of weeks ago.  Mike got to see his Grandma who 
just turned 95.  He also continues to be a great helper around the house, frequently volunteering for household 
chores. 
 
Rounding out the news from Prospect Place, house manager Mary Kolbeck showed off one of her many skills 
serving as John Fôs personal ñhairdresserò.  John seems to be enjoying the experience, and the results. 
 


