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January Happenings at Grand Place:  
 
Grand Place has had a very exciting month this January.  We celebrated two birthdays here at Grand.  John’s 
birthday was on the 5th of this month.  He turned 33 this year!  John  celebrated with his favorite dessert, 

cheese cake.  Mark also celebrated his 
birthday this month.  His was on the 25th of this 
month and he turned 32 this year!  
Congratulations birthday boys! 
 
John enjoyed going out for lunch with his 
mother for his birthday.  He received and 
enjoyed several birthday cards and phone calls 
from friends, family and staff on his birthday.  
John continues to go to Special Olympics 
basketball practice on Wednesdays and can be 
seen laughing and talking with his friends there.  
John’s first basketball tournament is later this 
month.  We cannot wait to see John shoot 

some hoops and score several points!  John continues to enjoy visiting other MYS houses and his friends.  
John was found this month playing the card game UNO and watching football games several times.  John 
continues to root for the Packers and is ready for next season to start!   
 

Mike P. enjoyed going to the movie, One Missed Call, this month with his 
housemate, Mark.  Mike also enjoyed going to several sporting events to root on 
the local high school teams.  Mike continues to enjoy walking to Townline Market 
to fill up on goodies and playing video games, pool and card games.  Mike also 
enjoyed spending time with his family.   
 
Mark went to several movies this month with other residents and staff.  Mark saw 
One Missed Call, National Treasure 2 and Enchanted.  Mark also enjoyed 
watching several movies at home with his housemates.  When Mark is not catching 
a good movie, he can be found playing card games, such as UNO, Kings in the 
Corner, and Crazy 8’s, as well as computer and video games.  Mark is working on 
his cooking skills this month and has assisted with making pizza, tacos, grilled 
cheese sandwiches, pizza burgers and several other things.  Staff greatly 
appreciates it as well as his housemates!  Mark went to a 3-D Puzzle display this 
month of buildings, planes, Coca-Cola items and more.  Mark continues to enjoy 

walking in the community.  Mark walked to the mall, gas stations and fast food places several times this month.  
Mark also got to enjoy a home visit for two weekends this month. 
 
Grand Place residents did several things together this month as a group.  John, Mark, Shawn H (Hamilton 
House) and staff Dwight enjoyed going out for dinner at The Four Star Restaurant.  After enjoying their meal, 
the group went shopping.  Residents Mike and Mark and staff enjoyed Pack Attack again this month.  They 
received autographs from Packer Hall of Famer Johnny Gray and Packer Defense End, Mike Montgomery.  
Staff and residents also watched several Packer games together, we are all sad that the Packer season has 
ended.  Grand Place also enjoyed visiting the library this month as well as the YMCA.  Mike enjoyed sitting in 
the steam room, lucky guy!  Grand Place and Hamilton House residents enjoyed shooting pool together this 
month at Weston Lanes.  Grand Place continues to plan activities for our residents and staff to enjoy.  We look 
forward to February!! 

�

 
New Years Eve, Prospect Place  hosted a party to celebrate the end of 2007 and the beginning of 2008. 
John F, Mike P, Sean, Shawn, Mike Smith, Adam, Crystal and Staff played games, enjoyed snacks & 
sparkling juices watched the ball drop in New York City.   
  
 
 



                    Happy New Year!                            January was a busy month for Special Olympics. 
Adam, Mike Smith and Sean attended their basketball 
practice weekly to get ready their big tournament game 
on Saturday, January 26th in Stevens Point. Results 
had Adam’s team winning both of their games and 
Sean, Mike S and Terra’s team winning one of theirs. 
  
Sean also joined swimming this month and has been 
practicing on Saturday mornings at the YMCA. Sean 
attend a Special Olympic party where he won a door 
prize and a couple small prizes for playing games such 
as pin the tail on the Reindeer, horse shoes, and bean 
bag toss.  
 
Adam remains very active in his church and joined the 
youth group on a couple fun outing this month. Adam 
attended a pizza party at “Mickey’s” and laser tag 

activity in Madison. 
 
The Prospect guys have cheered on the Packers the entire season and watched the last few games very 
intensely. Adam also attended a Pack Attack at Dale’s Weston Lanes this month. 
 
 Group Therapy/Lunch Brunch  was hosted at 
Prospect Place. Residents that participated were 
Terra, Shane, Shawn H., Sean S., Mike P., Mike 
Smith, Mark and Adam. Staff was Corrisa, Pam, 
Gretchen, Mary and Caryn. The topic was being 
grateful and forgiveness. The group made thank you 
cards and discussed things that they are thankful for, 
and the importance of forgiving people. 
 
Sean, Mike Smith, Adam also went on a bowling 
outing with a MYS group to Coral Lanes late this 
month. 

 
 
�
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Through the efforts of our staff, the Milwaukee Bucks  National Basketball Association team has occasionally 
donated tickets to our residents and staff for home games at the Bradley Center in Milwaukee.  This is always 
a very popular event, and one that is well attended.  This month on January 24, we were the fortunate 
recipients of enough tickets to send a large contingent of fans from both our adult and juvenile programs.  The 
group saw the Milwaukee Bucks defeat the Indiana Pa cers by a score of 104 to 92! 
 
Eight of our adult residents and several staff were joined by 4 of the boys and 2 staff from Reynolds Group 
Home for the game.  We sent 3 vehicles so no one was without a seat beat!  Everyone stopped on the way for 
supper at the restaurant of their choosing; Taco Bell and Wendy’s were popular choices.  During the game, 
Terra was fortunate enough to catch one of the free t-shirts that were launched into the crowd. 
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This is but a small part of the crowd we sent 
to the Bucks game; getting ready to enjoy 
some NBA action!  The group included Sean, 
Mark, Mike P, Shane, Terra, Andy, Sam, 
Kyleand several staff members. 
 

 

Four of the boys and 2 staff from Reynolds 
Group Home  also got to enjoy the sights and 
sounds of the Bradley Center for the 
Bucks/Pacers game.  They had a great time 
and a couple of the guys got put on the Jumbotron for the whole stadium to see!  They are looking forward to 
being able to do this activity again.  A great deal of appreciation was shown by the boys for this opportunity. 
The guys were involved in many of other fun stuff throughout the month as well.  Everyone continued to enjoy 
the public library and trips to the Boys and Girls Club on a regular basis.  There were also a couple of trips to 
the bowling lanes as well.  Something else that’s fast becoming a regular event was another trip to the Lodge 
at Cedar Creek water park.  This is a great local activity that many of the boys wouldn’t get to on their own. 
 
The RGH community service activity also still includes the guys helping out at Kennedy Park Nursing Home.  
Joe really took to helping out at the center and really attached with some of the residents.  He went beyond 
expectations and helped some of the residents back to their rooms.  He shows himself to be a great kid with a 
big heart! 
 
All the guys continue to work hard at our other community service project; snow shoveling.  The calls just keep 
coming in!  Of course, the weather has kept us in demand this year with the several snow storms we’ve had. 
All the boys are doing their part and do a great job each time out.  We’re real proud of our crew. 
 
The guys also finished up another semester this past week.  Everyone is taking school a little more serious as  
each day goes by…good to see.  Derrek was so proud of how he did on a final that he brought it back to the 
house to show staff.  He wanted his accomplishment put in his file so that it will be saved for posterity.  Great 
job Derrek!  Also, Brandon has joined the choir at Wausau East and looks forward to it every time he has 
class. 
 



As far as the remodeling projects go, the second floor bathroom is now functional and the guys are glad to see 
it.  Our attentions are now turning to completing the third floor bathroom, the basement laundry room and a 
new electrical service, something desperately needed.  All of these projects are made possible through the 
generosity of such groups as the Caroline S. Mark Legacy Fund of the Community Found ation of North 
Central Wisconsin, Judd S. Alexander Foundation, Du dley Foundation, B.A. Esther Greenheck 
Foundation, J.J. Hagge Foundation and the Clyde F. Schlueter Foundation.  We again want to express 
our sincere appreciation for their generous assistance. 

And of course, as usual, we continue to function at a nearly full house.  We currently have one vacancy and 
are considering a couple of referrals.  We are however anticipating more successful discharges soon and will 
consider any and all referrals promptly. 
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A couple of late photos 

from Grand Place… 

John and Crystal at Special Olympics Basketball 

Mike and Mark share Mark’s Birthday Dinner 
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