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Happy Holidays everyone! This has been a great month for Grand Place. Mike P is adjusting well and
becoming friends with his new house mates. And yes, it is that time of year where we fatten our bellies and
receive presents from friends. The guys at Grand Place all made their Christmas plans and with the Packers
winning the NFC North division Mike, Mark, and John are already looking forward to the Super Bowl where
Mark has predicted that it will be a rematch between the Pack and the Patriots. Go Pack!

John started basketball this month and is very excited about it. He is looking forward to the Special Olympics
Christmas party in January. He attended a Christmas party for work at Weston Lanes and reported that he
had a great time. He danced with some of his favorite girl friends and enjoyed munching on the cheese
slices, cheese curds and cheesecake! (Do you notice a theme here??) He also did some cheering at a high
school hockey game. John enjoyed being with his family for the holiday. He loves Christmas and has been
looking forward to this time of year for a long time.

Mike P is doing really well at Grand Place. Every evening, Mike will challenge his housemates or staff to a
game of pool. Mike is very active around the house and in the community and a fun guy to be with. He is
also very excited about how well the Pack is doing this year and looks forward to going to more Pack Attack
shows at Dale’s Weston Lanes. Mike and Mark have been enjoying each other’'s company. They went to
see Alvin and the Chipmunks at the theater and reported that it was a great movie. They also went to see
magician, Bruce Hetzler at John Muir Middle School.

Mark continues to explore the community and is getting to know the city bus system. He is doing well with his
personal everyday goals. He enjoyed a special movie night to see Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
at Hamilton House and was also invited along to see the sights of the season at Winter Wonderland in
Marshfield.

Hope everyone had a safe and fun holiday! Good Luck with those New Year’s Resolutions!

Submitted by Grand Place Staff

Grand Place also hosted the December "Equipped 4 Life Lunch
Bunch", headed by our therapist, Gretchen Hintz. The December
group focused on Enjoying the Holidays. Clients learned about
ways to enjoy the holidays without getting stressed out, proper party
etiquette and of course there were some tasty holiday treats
enjoyed by all.

Everyone enjoyed spending extra time with their families over the
past couple of weeks celebrating the Holiday Season. The men also
enjoyed sharing the spirit of the season with their housemates,
exchanging gifts and seasonal goodwill and cheer. Here Mike P
and John F are sharing a happy moment...
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Birthdays and Holidays!

December was filled with the many activities and festivities of the season, mixed with a couple of birthday
celebrations and home visits. The activity got an early start on November 30" with Mike S. and PP staff
attending the Wausau Area Holiday Parade. At the same time, Adam was making a trip to the Appleton area
with Progressive Travel. They visited the Barlow Planetarium, the Kristmas Kringle Shoppe, Ltd/gift shop,
Vande Walle Candy Store and the Siberian Outpost (dog sledding). Adam and his group also ate at The
Machine Shed and took in a performance of High School Musical. Adam reported having a great time and
returned with gifts.

On December 5 several of the residents and staff attended a magic show at John Muir Middle School, and
the following day the UWMC Band Winter Concert. It also happened to be St. Nickolas Day and there was a
surprise visit from the old boy at Prospect Place.

On the 13", Mike S suggested attending the Marshfield Rotary Winter Wonderland Lighting in Marshfield.
Mike S, Sean, Terra, Crystal and Mark drove over with staff Lorraine and Renee. Sean was able to spend
some time with his mother who was working the Boy Scout Hot Cocoa stand. Others in attendance, including
staff, took a picture with Santa and shared their wishes for Christmas with him.

December 14™ was another busy day
starting out with the Lunch Brunch with
Gretchen, this month at Grand Place.
Everyone enjoyed the topic, company and
treat.

Later that same day Sean, Terra and staff
went to Aspirus Hospital to listen to Adam
sing Christmas carols with the Barber
Shoppers to the patients at the hospital, an
annual event for the group.
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o December 18 was the first of two birthdays oo
celebrated this past month. Mike S (never before
A bashful Mike) turned 25 years old! He celebrated o
©o with his friends and housemates at Grand Place and 0°
enjoyed cake and ice cream. We all wish Mike a
very Happy Birthday and many more decades of o
e good health and happiness. °°
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A On December 22™ Adam celebrated his 29" birthday .
%o at Grand Place! Adam had quite a party which 0®
included invited guests from 7" Street Suites, Terra,
Crystal, Shane and staff, as well as his family. They o
oo included his Mom, Grandpa Johnson and his brother o
and sister. It was a great time for all, especially Adam.
Best Wishes Adam! And enjoy many happy years to °
oo come... °°
Nearly all the residents at our facilities continue to be huge sports fans; whether it's the Brewers in the
& summer, the Packers in the fall and winter, or the local area high school basketball, football, soccer, etc., they o
can always be found on hand cheering on their respective teams. Recently residents from GP and PP joined
staff in seeing Wausau West defeat DC Everest in hockey, 3-1.
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As noted earlier, Chris Gunderson is leaving Reynolds Group Home effective December 31%. Exec. Dir. Sue
Midlikowski makes the following announcement:

“Mike McCabe has assisted Chris in making the many positive changes you have witnessed at
RGH over the past two years. Mike has now accepted  the Interim RGH Program Coordinator position
to begin January 1, 2008. Please congratulate and o ffer your support to Mike as he takes on new
challenges.”
Many of you already know Mike very well. He has been with Reynolds Group Home for over 5 years and has
been intensively involved in all programming during that time. We have a great deal of confidence in Mike's
ability to resume the duties of the Program Coordinator. Please do not hesitate to contact him with any
guestions you may have about placements or programming. Mike has announced that Sarah will be moving
to days in a flexible position to help out with RGH and the Monitoring Program. Gjinn will be coming on as a
full-time employee and working mainly second shift.

Reynolds Group Home has had 2 new residents join us this past month, and we have 2 vacancies at the
present time. Pleaseontact Mike with any referral inquiries you might have at 842-1154.

December also saw a lot of activity in addition to the regular academic responsibilities. Gjinn ran a Mario
Cart tournament on the Game Cube system, there was a fun trip to the Waterpark at The Lodge at Cedar
Creek as well as manyatrips to the Boys and Girls Club. All the guys got gift cards for Christmas and are
dreaming about how they’ll spend them. It proved to be a good learning opportunity on managing money for
them as they planned how to get the most out of a budget.

As everyone in North Central Wisconsin knows, it's been a banner year so far for snow. And in keeping with
what’'s become a traditional activity at Reynolds Group Home , the guys have been busy helping people get
shoveled out. That's meant a continuous string of calls asking for help. We find that there are lots of people
who for one reason or another are unable to handle the chore themselves. Our boys have always been
willing to help out as time and other responsibilities permit. It's an activity that fits in well with the Community
Service component of ‘our programming, Giving Back to the Community. Recently, our daily log has been
showing the appreciation of many of those helped by our guys. From the logs:

Pat W called at 10PM to thank us
for shoveling his mom’s driveway. Pat
was really grateful to hear that
RGH was so giving to the community.
He appreciated what RGH has done.

Caroline D called; she wants to
thank the staff and kids for helping her 2
shovel the snow. Caroline is really
appreciative of what the kids have
done. They were like a “god send”
she said. She couldn’t thank us
enough.

Diane R called; she wanted to -
thank the guys for helping her shovel PRONKGR: PHICS
her driveway.

It's always nice to get this kind of appreciative feedback, but the real value is in the opportunity for our guys to
experience the positives involved in volunteering; the message that being part of a community carries the
responsibility of contributing to its well being. And I'm happy to report that our guys seem to be getting the
message...
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