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Early in October, what has become a monthly staple, Equipped For Life , was hosted this month by Prospect

Place. Staff at PP filed the following report, with pictures...

Prospect Place hosted 10/12/07’s Equipped For Life series; Lunch
Brunch. GretcheW
how they each individually were special. Thosei

today were Adam and Mike P. from Prospect Place, Mike S. and

Mark S from Grand Place, and Terra, Shane and Crystal from 7"
Street Suites. They were joined by staff Ethel, Prep Chef Mary and

Chef Lorraine.

activity was

big hit.

to do this. Being light and fun is important.

Residents shared that they feel close to staff, they feel staff
respects them and watches out for them. Some discussion
focused on having a good sense of humor, the enjoyment
they have with activities such as plays, card games, going
places and most important residents sharded that they feel
staff listens to them and they like it when their peers,
roommates, house mates listen to them because this
makes them feel valued and special.

Bringing this full circle; it was discussed how staff role
model for them the behavior that we want to see to help
them grow as people and continue to be the special people
they are. It is special when they can achieve getting along
with others, sharing their feelings and talking so that a
positive home life is the goal to achieve. It was an
interesting, lively, and at times whimsical discussion. Each
person participated fully.

Today'’s topic was
“why are you
special?” Today’s

assisted by Ethel. Today’s lunch was ‘build your own salad’ and
‘build your own burger’. Dessert was ‘build your own sundae’.
Everyone did a good job and interacted well together. To pass
time between meal and dessert the residents were offered a
Halloween word find and pumpkin maze. The word find was a

Each resident was able to identify and share with the group
positive attributes of themselves. Then the group was asked to
share insights they had about the individual to further illustrate
how each person is special. Some of these attributes share were, being nice, good friend, good listener,
comfortable with others, kind, helpers and people who have special talents like singing, dancing and cooking. We
talked about how at times we do not take time to celebrate the good positive things about ourselves and the need

7" Street Suites staff Ethel came across an interesting activity for some of the residents.
Early in the month she accompanied Shane and Terra, also joined by Mike P. from Prospect
Place, to the Universalist Unitarian Church for a Drumming Circle. Mike had a particularly
good time and would like to see this activity repeated, as would the others.
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Spooky Greetings from Grand Place!  (submitted by Pam)

October has been a fun yet hectic month at Grand Place. Residents have attended several local events such as
the Sweat Sale at Marathon Park and a Special Olympics bowling tournament. Grand Place got a great addition
this month with a very gracious donation of a pool table from Mark’s parents. This is a fun new activity for the
guys to show teamwork and competitive spirit.

With Halloween quickly approaching, there also is an
abundance of haunted houses and scary movies to be seen
and the guys plan to take in as much as possible. (One such
house is Prospect Place!!! )

Andy Thompson has moved to another MYS home to take >
advantage of an apartment type setting. He will be missed by
all of the Grand Place staff and housemates. We wish him well!

Mark has spent more time riding the Wausau bus service and
becoming more familiar with the Wausau Area. He is looking
forward to the Nightmare, a realistic haunted house in the
Marshfield area, and a Halloween Party that is being held at the
Rothschild Village Hall.

John did a great job at the Special Olympics Bowling Tournament and represented MYS
by earning a blue ribbon. We are so proud of him. He’s been spending a great deal of
his time polishing up his pool skills with fellow MYS residents and rooting for his
favorite team, the Packers.

The big event to come is the Nightmare in Marshfield. Mike and Mark are ecstatic to
go, but John has decided it is too scary for him. We've also made plans to carve our
pumpkins to see who is the most creative mind at Grand Place.

We have a couple of announcements also from Hamilton House of upcoming activities:

Get ready for the fun!!!
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Hamilton House will be holding a pool tournament every second Saturday of each month and it is open to all adult
houses. It will be a “doubles” game tournament to promote teamwork and cooperation. To make this more
effective, the players will be drawing names out of a hat for partners and opponents. The winning team gets to
pick a small prize out of a bucket.

Anybody who has anything that could be donated to the prize bucket would be greatly appreciated.

Hamilton House will also be hosting a Halloween Party on October
31%. In addition to the regular party-type foods, they will be
\servmg a very interesting array of seasonal foods..

PPY
aﬁOWe en

Celery and carrot sticks with BLOOD DIP (red food
coloring), MUMMY DOGS (pigs in a blanket), and of
l course Jell-O jigglers and dirt cake. This is also a
costume party with prizes, so we can look forward to
some photos next month (and maybe sooner on the

= ‘>\\ —
= & wesite).
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Once again, bowling was a big event this past month. On October 13" the Special
Olympics Bowling Tournament was held with our own Adam Domino taking a first
place in Division 55. (Here we see Adam putting on his Blue Ribbon) Also, Sean

Stoeger captured a 3" place ribbon in Division 54.

Besides following the fearless athletes, there has been bowling amongst our other
residents as well....for fun. On Friday October 19" Adam (PP), Shawn (HH), Terra,
Crystal and Shane (7th ST) spent the evening bowling at Marathon Lanes. Staff
attending were Deven and Lorraine. To the surprise of the residents and staff, at 9
PM Marathon Lanes became karaoke! Most residents gave karaoke a whirl. Shawn won a prize for knowing the
original voice of Scooby Doo. All the residents reported having a very enjoyable time.

We have a pretty intense group of sporting fans at all the adult
homes. Many of our residents like to follow the prowess of their
former high school teams, whether the sport is basketball or
football. Baseball was certainly a big hit this past season with
many of our residents enjoying the opportunity to go to Miller Park
to see the Brewers in one of their best seasons in recent memory.
(Maybe next year?) Now, of course, it's Packer Mania! With the
Pack starting out the season with a 6-1 record the enthusiasm is
running quite high. It doesn’t take much encouragement to get the
residents together for a “Packer Party”, such as the one at
Prospect Place on October 14" (We do still have a Bears holdout
however...)

Activity at Reynolds Group Home continued unabated this past month. As of this writing we are at 6 residents,
with two possible placements in the next couple of weeks. However, we are anticipating vacancies occurring in

both December and January, so stay in touch...

October is of course the month of “Make A Difference Day”, this year held on October 27". Darwin has been
taking guys out to help folks with their leaves, and can you believe it, already taking calls about snow shoveling
this winter. How’s that for rushing the season? It appears the word is out that the guys at RGH are ready and
able to help those people that cannot get these chores done themselves. A great help to us for instilling the
“giving back” ethic in our young men! We have always stressed community service, not just as a consequence
for bad behavior, but also as an important component of being a good citizen. Our guys has have generally been
very receptive to community service, whether it's shoveling snow or playing bingo with elders at a nursing home.
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Football has been a highlight at RGH also. Not only are the guys and staff keen Packer fans, they also follow the
exploits of Wausau East High School closely. The highlight this year was again “The Log Game” between East
and West, won by East in a very exciting game. Two of our boys, Dalton and Raphael, also finished up the flag

football season with a tournament on October 27.

On that same day, the 27" our guys made the annual trip to Marshfield to attend the Nightmare Haunted House.
This display emphasizes the dangers and pitfalls of things like drugs, drinking and car accidents in the hope of
taking the glamour (?) out of these things. It's usually quite effective in its impact on the guys.

The remodeling continues at a steady pace as well. The
new heating system is working great! We now have had
some weather to really test it out. It is a lot more
comfortable in the house now with the even heating. It has
made a HUGE difference.

The second and third floor bathrooms are getting the new
plumbing starting on October 25". Some framing of the third
floor has taken place. It should not be long until we get the
second floor bathroom running. The third floor bathroom is
going to be plumbed in for now and completed at a later
date when more funds become available.

The old chimney has been taken out. The guys helped out
with getting it all hauled out as well as some of the other
debris that has been made. We are now on our second
dumpster. The guys help has been greatly appreciated. It
allows the contractor to continue with the reconstruction
while our guys get the demolition debris taken out.

All this construction is being completed through the
generosity of grants provided by the following:

Caroline S. Mark Legacy Fund of the Community
Foundation of North Central Wisconsin

Judd S. Alexander Foundation

Dudley Foundation

B.A. Esther Greenheck Foundation

J.J. Hagge Foundation

Mark S. and John F. from Grand Place
joined the gang from 7" Street Suites in
taking in the Musical Review at The
Grand Theatre on October 4™
Everyone enjoyed the performance,
most notably the skit between
characters Maury and Lorraine and the
song “Operator, Information”. Shane
and Crystal were caught singing
renditions from the show the following
day...
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Another fun and seasonal
activity had residents of 7"
Street Suites and Prospect
Place getting together at
PP for pumpkin carving. A
great time was had by all,
and the staff, Lorraine and
Ann, prepared dinner for
everyone.
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