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By the time youΩre reading this school will again be in session for another yearΧ 
This is always an exciting time of year for students, teachers and parents alike.  An 
opportunity to embark on a new adventure of accomplishment and fun.  This 
semester RGH again has guys participating in varsity sports programs, football and 
soccer, which always makes the fall season a little more interesting and exciting.  
As the Brewers continue their perennial ΨslideΩ, we need Something to keep our 
spirits upΧ 
 
For the past couple of years Marathon Youth Services has been providing 
supervised apartment living to 4 young adults in the apartments above our offices 
on North Seventh Street in Wausau.  This arrangement has worked fairly well in 
the two separate apartments we call the 7

th
 Street Suites.  We have had two young 

men and two young women in the apartments for most of the past couple of 
years.  Beginning with September 1, we have now been able to acquire a lease 
agreement for the duplex just across the driveway from our office.  As a result, our 
residents have moved this weekend into the newly remodeled, more spacious 
apartments.  Our intention is to provide the residents with more personal space 
and a generally enhanced living environment.  The residents have been quite 
excited about the move and have been adjusting well to the move.  We intend to 
have some photos of the new arrangement to share in next monthΩs newsletter.  
Also, look for another page on our website soon, explaining the 7

th
 Street program 

and its residents.  Meantime we have already rented out the efficiency apartments 
we vacated. 
 
Marathon Youth Services had some additional great news this past Friday.  The H.J. 
Hagge Foundation, Inc. of Wausau has generously contributed to our Reynolds 
Group Home remodeling project with a check for $1000.00!  These funds are 
greatly appreciated and will be put to responsible use on the project.  As you will 
read in this monthΩs newsletter, our heating/plumbing work has begun this past 
week with other projects to follow.  Once again it is immensely gratifying to see 
the faith and trust our community is putting in MYS.  We pledge to continue living 
up to the promises made in our grant applications, and look forward to sharing our 
progress on both our remodeling, and on our mission.   
 
This past month also found our Executive Director, Sue Midlikowski, άlocked upέ 
for the benefit of the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  This continues an MYS 
tradition of supporting this fine cause.  I had hoped to share a picture of Sue 
άbehind barsέ, but it was not yet available.  Look for her mug shot on our websiteΧ 
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The long awaited and much anticipated remodel of the heating 
system at the Reynolds Group Home has finally begun.  This 
past week Brandenburg Plumbing and Heating moved in and 
started removing the old heat registers, no small task.  In fact, 
itôs left us with quite an assortment of what many would consider 
antique artifacts.  Anyone who is interested in having one of 
these registers is welcome to them; just give Mike or Chris a call 
at 842-1154 and arrange to pick it up. 
 
This heating system work is being done courtesy of a grant from 
the Judd S. Alexander Foundation.  As a result, we hope to 
be much more energy efficient and be able to better manage 
our utilities budget during the heating season.  Our thanks go 
out once again to the donor for this generous gift. 

 
On another important note, RGH has just acquired a new 
software program that will allow us to do all our own testing and 
plan development for our independent living skills training in 
house.  Residents will be able to complete a test/inventory on 
our computers and the program will design worksheets and 
other assignments based on each individual residentôs needs.  
With individualized assessments we will be teaching the guys 
what they need and not what they already know.  This program 
was purchased from the Daniels Memorial Institute of Florida, a 
long time provider of materials for use in training independent 
living skills.  This is another attempt by MYS to meet the 
individualized needs presented to us by placing agencies. 
 
This past month Reynolds Group Home has successfully 
discharged both Blong and Keith to our aftercare monitoring 
program. Both are succeeding at home with the additional 
guidance they continue to receive from our staff.  This has 
proven to be a valuable resource in accomplishing early and 
lasting discharges. 
 
Vacancies created by these two discharges have already been 
filled. As of today the group home is at capacity enrollment.  
However, we are anticipating a couple of discharges within the 
next 2-4 weeks and would encourage you to contact Chris or 
Mike with your placement needs. 
 
As August comes to an end our guys are again preparing to 
return to the rigors of another school year.  One of our new 

residents, Bee, is already engaged in school activities as part of the Wausau East Soccer Team.  Heôs given us 
yet another sport to followé The rain of the past couple of weeks has forced the guys to wind up the summer with 
more indoor activities.  A couple of the guys went to The Lodge at Cedar Creek to enjoy the waterpark, and the 
guys also enjoyed some of the recently released movies as well.  Darwin did manage to find enough good 
weather to take the guys over to the newly landscaped Franklin School playground to enjoy some of the seasonôs 
football spirit.  All in all itôs been a pretty busy and productive month at RGH. 

 
 

 

 
Grand Place files the following report for the month of Augusté 
 
The month of August was a productive month for the men of Grand Place.  They attended several exuberant 
activities in the area with some great musical acts including Lonestar, Weird Al Yankovic, Ted Nugent, the 
Wreckers and Heartland.  They also showed their sensitive side with animals while spending time with the animals 
at the Fair.  They got to see horses, pigs, goats, rabbits and much more.  Between the music, rides, animals and  
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extremely unhealthy yet satisfying food (yummy 
cheese curds and elephant ears) the fair proved 
to be another great outing.   
 
The men also cheered on our local Woodchucks 
Baseball Team and got some great exercise with 
nature walks, ñfeeling the burnò while hiking the 
Rib Mountain trails, venturing to the top of the 
lookout tower, and group activities with the other 
adult family homes.  Everyone at the house took 
great interest in watching some excellent 
preseason football games.  Grand Place has 
worked well with the residents and staff of the 
other MYS adult homes to promote a healthy 
lifestyle with exercise, maintaining healthy 
relationships, while still taking care of their 
everyday tasks. 
 
Mike of course enjoyed the festivities of the Wisconsin Valley Fair and went on rides to his heartôs content.  He 
really enjoyed the musical acts provided there.  When he wasnôtô doing this he was working hard at Papillionôs to 
save money for activities such as this that he enjoys so much. 
 
Mark took part in the majority of the events mentioned too.  He continues to take good care of his fish and even 
added a few new additions (frogs) to his tank.  Heôs been taking part in different work experiences to see what he 
would like to do.  The money doesnôt hurt either! 

 
Although Andy chose to do a lot of activities on his own, he was 
always open to new experiences.  Recently he enjoyed an outing 
with his family to the Texas Roadhouse in Rib Mountain.  He 
recommends this to all who love to EAT!!! 
 
John also 
enjoyed his trips 
to the Fair and 
again took full 
advantage of 
one of the dairy 
stateôs fines 

resources; cheese curds!  He also continues to be an avid 
Brewers fan, Woodchucks fan and loves to cheer for those darn 
Packers.  He still hasnôt learned that the Bears Rule!  Staff loves 
to joke with him about this.  He still works at Northern Valley and 
IROW too. 
 
Grand Place hosted the August Equipped 4 Life Lunch Brunch, headed by our MYS therapist Gretchen Hintz.  The 
topic of discussion was Relationships.  This group continues to grow.  Attendance was at its highest in August with 
staff and clients from each adult family home taking part. 
 

 

 
Following is the recipe for the soup served at the last Equipped 4 Life Lunch 
Brunch.  Everyone seemed to really like it.  It probably is not considered a low 
fat recipe, but is a great comfort food and easy to make.  You could probably 
substitute low fat for some of the ingredients.  It is a recipe from The Lady & 
Sons Cookbook.  The Lady & Sons is a restaurant in Savannah, Georgia 
owned by Paula Deen.  Most people are probably familiar with her from her 
cooking shows on TV. 
 

 




